
Color THEORY 
Every color has some kind of emotion tied to it, and color is just one way that we 
can express mood with stage lighting.  I’ve listed below the general moods and 
feelings that tend to go with these basic colors: 
!
1. RED – anger, excitement, energy, speed, strength, power, heat, love, 

aggression, danger, fire, blood, war, violence 
!
2. PINK – love, innocence, healthy, happy, content, romantic, charming, 
playfulness, soft, delicate, feminine 
!
3. YELLOW – wisdom, knowledge, relaxation, joy, happiness, optimism, 
idealism, imagination, hope, sunshine, summer, dishonesty, cowardice, betrayal, 
jealousy, covetousness, deceit, illness, hazard 
!
4. ORANGE – humor, energy, balance, warmth, enthusiasm, vibrant, expansive, 
flamboyant 
!
5. GREEN – healing, soothing, perseverance, tenacity, self-awareness, proud, 
unchanging nature, environment, healthy, good luck, renewal, youth, spring, 
generosity, fertility, jealousy, inexperience, envy 
!
6. BLUE – faith, spirituality, contentment, loyalty, fulfillment peace, tranquility, 
calm, stability, harmony, unity, trust, truth, confidence, security, cleanliness, 
order, sky, water, cold, technology, depression 
!
7. PURPLE/VIOLET – erotic, royalty, nobility, spirituality, ceremony, mysterious, 
wisdom, enlightenment, cruelty, arrogance, power, sensitive, 
!
8. BROWN – materialistic, sensation, earth, home, outdoors, reliability, comfort, 
endurance, stability, simplicity 
!



9. BLACK – power, sophistication, formality, elegance, wealth, mystery, fear, 
anonymity, unhappiness, depth, style, evil, sadness, remorse, anger 
!
10. WHITE – protection, love, reverence, purity, simplicity, cleanliness, peace, 
humility, precision, innocence, youth, birth, winter, snow, good, sterility, marriage 
(Western cultures), death (Eastern cultures), cold, clinical, sterile 
!
11. SILVER – riches, glamorous, distinguished, earthy, natural, sleek, elegant, 
high-tech 
!
12. GOLD – precious, riches, extravagance. warm, wealth, prosperity, grandeur 

!
!



Monochromatic Color Schemes 
As you may have guessed, monochromatic color means that there is only 1 color 
at a time in the scheme.  Now, when we put it into practicality, monochromatic 
color means that we will use different shades, lightnesses and saturations of a 
single color on stage.  Monochromatic color schemes are very passionate and 
moving, and should generally be reserved for expressly passionate songs or 
scenes.  Here are some example photos of monochromatic color schemes: How 
does each one of them show you things you need to know about the show you 
will be seeing on that stage? 
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Complementary Color Schemes 
Complementary colors are hues which are directly opposite of each other on the 
color wheel.  These include red/green, blue/yellow, orange/purple and teal/
amber.  These colors naturally look great together, and therefore are the colors 
that make up most holiday colors and corporate logos.  Complementary color 
schemes are very balanced, and don’t really trigger specific emotions like 
monochromatic color schemes do.  Here are some examples of great 
complementary color schemes: 
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Multi-Color Methods 
It’s worth mentioning that there are a billion different ways to combine colors 
together- the possibilities are endless. 
 • Triadic – Triadic colors are like complementary colors, but in a triangle 
across the color wheel.  A good example of this is red, green and blue or  
cyan, magenta and yellow. 
 • Analogous – Analogous color schemes feature colors that are next to 
each other on the color wheel.  Think about green, yellow, light green, or  
teal, blue, and violet. 
 • Warm / Cool – Warm and cool color schemes feature colors that – you 
guessed it – have warm or cool colors exclusively.  Examples include red, 
orange and yellow or blue, teal and light blue. 
 • Rainbow – Yeah, every color exists in the rainbow scheme.


